
The fire problem in the state is an ongoing and 
continuous battle for the fire service and the 

public alike. We rely on the fire service to fight 
fires once they occur; however, the prevention of 

fires is up to all of us… 

Fire safety is for everyone.  

Be sure your smoke alarm is working properly. 
 

When cooking, stay in the kitchen and  
keep an eye on the stove. 

 
Take note of the entrance and an alternate 
exit wherever you live, work, and play. 

 
If there’s a fire—get out and stay out.  
Never go back into a burning home.  

 
In 2012, a fire occurred every seven minutes.  

Be prepared.  
 

Practice fire safety every day.  
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Texas Department of Insurance 
Julia Rathgeber, Commissioner of Insurance 
 

State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Chris Connealy, State Fire Marshal 
 

Texas Fire Incident Reporting System 
PO Box 149221, Mail Code 112-FM 
Austin, TX 78714-9221 
 
512-305-7950 
TEXFIRS@tdi.texas.gov 

2012 TEXFIRS—Quick Reference  

All Fires 

     Total Fires—71,303 

     All Structure Fires—19,630 

     Residential Structure Fires—15,258 

     Vehicle Fires—12,508 

     Outside and Other Fires—39,165 

 

Fire Causes in Residential Structure Fires 

     Cooking—29% 

     Incendiary/Suspicious—7% 

     Heating—6% 

 

Total Fire Dollar Loss—$480,869,446 

1,007 Participating Fire Departments 

 

Civilian Fire Casualties 

Civilian Injuries—744 

     17% involved civilians age 25-34 

     76% occurred in residential structures 

Civilian Deaths—174 

     25% involved civilians age 65 or over 

     67% occurred in residential structures 

 

Fire Service Casualties  

All injuries—850 

     Fire injuries—457 

All deaths—6 

 

Visit our website for a complete copy of the 

2012 Fires in Texas annual report and addi-

tional information on TEXFIRS reporting. 

www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/fmtexfir.html 
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